238____________________Sri Raghavendra

Raghavendra from far away places, incurring
considerable expenditure for travelling to the holy place.

Generally, those visiting Mantralaya would stay at
least for three days, to perform "Sankalpa Seva". The
number of days for seva could be even longer and there
are instances of devotees having performed seva for
months together, nay for even years.

Those who perform "Sankalpa Seva" in the
ritualistic and orthodox manner, can daily take one meal
only during the period of the Seva. And consuming food
not conforming to the orthodox way of life is detestable,
particularly after worshipping Sri Raghavendra with
deep devotion. Incidentally, this is also a reason for the
mutt continuing Annadhanam.

While Annanadhanam is extended to all, such
prasad is not available at all hours, there being a fixed
time for it.

Tokens for food are issued to all those coming out of
the holy precincts, after dharshan of the Brindavana.
Besides, they are distributed the previous evening also.
The purpose of the token system is only to identify the
batch, as it is well nigh impossible to accommodate a
large number in one single lot. The tokens carry an
indication of the batch number and when a particular
batch is called, those having that token can go to the
allotted dining place and partake in the lunch served
there. At times, even when the last batch is being
served, visitors who would have just arrived, will still be
accommodated.